
    

 

21 MARCH - 28 MARCH 2020 

TIME TABLE 
 

 

 

ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL 

 
Saturday  5:00pm - 6:00pm Confessions 
21 March   
 
Sunday             8:00am - 12:00noon Exposition 
22 March    
    

 
  Monday             
  23 March  8:00am - 1:00pm Exposition 
  11:00am -  12:00noon Confessions 
   
 
  Tuesday  
  24 March   8:00am - 1:00pm Exposition 
  11:00am -  12:00noon Confessions 
   
 
 Wednesday      
 25 March  8:00am - 1:00pm Exposition 
  11:00am -  12:00noon Confessions 
   
 Thursday  
 26 March  8:00am - 1:00pm Exposition 
  11:00am -  12:00noon Confessions 
   
 
 Friday  
 27 March  8:00am - 1:00pm Exposition 
  11:00am -  12:00noon Confessions 
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Allendale Square, Perth 

 
Tuesday to         8:30am - 1:00pm Opening Hrs with 
     Exposition 
Friday 11:00am - 12:00noon Confessions 
  

 

ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL 
Victoria Square, Perth, Western Australia 

Tel:  9223 1350    
cathedral@perthcatholic.org.au  

www.stmaryscathedralperth.com.au 
 

Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB 
 

Fr Sean  - sean.fernandez@perthcatholic.org.au 

Fr Conor  - conor.steadman@perthcatholic.org.au 

Fr C J - cj.millen@perthcatholic.org.au 

Fr Garner   - garner.vergara@perthcatholic.org.au 

Fr Richard  - richard.rutkauskas@perthcatholic.org.au 
 

Cathedral Manager 
Mr Tony Meyrick  - tony.meyrick@perthcatholic.org.au 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

FROM THE DEAN 

I do not think any of us thought we would be in the 

position of not being able to participate regularly at 

Mass. The extraordinary nature of the times does 

require a responsible response on our part. We cannot 

continue as normal if that means placing parishioners 

or the wider community at risk.  
 

We can all pray for all involved in medical research 

and health care at this time – doctors, nurses and other 

hospital staff will not get much rest. We also need to 

do our bit for each other – paying attention to health 

advice, not giving in to panic. There is a WHO poster 

which reads: BE SUPPORTIVE. BE CAREFUL. BE 

ALERT. BE KIND. Let us remember to be kind to 

one another, especially to the vulnerable, the lonely. 
 

In this edition of the bulletin you will find suggestions 

for prayer – things we can do individually, as a 

family, as a household. Take time to pray together on 

Sunday, to reflect on the Gospels and listen together 

to what Jesus is saying to us. The Lord is always 

present to us, his people, pouring out his grace in 

myriad ways. Perhaps this time is an opportunity to 

pay more attention to his presence in our midst at the 

home. All the baptised are a priestly people and we 

exercise our priesthood in our prayer, in loving and 

serving one another. The Lord does not, will not leave 

us untended. He always walks with us. The Cathedral 

will be open for several hours every day. It will be a 

place where anyone can come and pray. The 

Cathedral priests will make themselves available and 

we are committed to continuing to care for those in 

need including the sick. Remember the Lord is with 

us. 
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EXPLORING THE WORD - 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR A 
 

 GOSPEL JN 9:1-41 - As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He spat on the ground, 
made a paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the 
Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed himself, and came away 
with his sight restored. His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man 
who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The 
man himself said, ‘I am the man.’ They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how 
he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ Then some of the 
Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sinner 
produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, 
‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the 
man. ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ 
And they drove him away. Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus 
said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him. 
 

REFLECTION -  Today’s gospel reading is the second in a series of three quite lengthy readings from the gospel 
of John that are a feature of the Lenten season in Year A of the liturgical cycle. The three readings address 
three significant themes and images: water; light; and new life. Although today’s passage is about the healing 
of a blind man, the event takes place as part of a longer section of the gospel dealing with the image of light 
and specifically the image of Jesus as Light of the World. The question asked by the disciples at the opening of 
this event is an interesting one. They ask, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, for him to have been 
born blind?’ In Jewish culture at the time, any physical affliction was deemed to be punishment from God for 
sinful behaviour. As the man had been born blind, the suspicion falls on his parents as having committed such 
a terrible offence against God that their son is born blind. Jesus immediately rejects this interpretation of the 
man’s affliction. Physical and mental illnesses or disabilities are in no way punishment from God. Although the 
man’s physical sight is restored by Jesus simply enough, his journey from darkness into light is a more 
complicated affair. He faces disbelief, ridicule and even abuse from the Jewish authorities as they try to 
discredit Jesus and diminish the impact of the miracle. In fact, their treatment of the man is what drives him 
along the road from recipient of an act of mercy to a confirmed believer. Furthermore, the Jewish authorities, 
despite their physical capacity for sight, are shown to be the ones who are truly blind and trapped in darkness 
because they deny the light that is before their very eyes. 

 

LIVING THE GOSPEL - Lenten Light The story of the man born blind is a perfect choice for the Lenten season. 
During this season we are invited once again to open our eyes to Jesus; to step out of darkness and into the 
light; to look towards the future with hope and not despair. When we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus at 
the Easter vigil, we celebrate the coming of the Light of the World into our lives. This annual call to turn away 
from darkness and walk in the light is a powerful and poetic call to focus our lives on the way of Jesus. 
 

GOSPEL FOCUS - None so blind There’s a very old saying that has its roots in the Bible but is not a direct quote 
from the Bible: ‘There are none so blind as those who will not see.’ It would be a fitting summary of today’s 
passage for there are two movements between darkness and light that are evident in the story. Firstly, there 
is the blind man who can see. He can see physically but can also see the truth of who Jesus is. Secondly, there 
are the Jewish authorities who have physical sight but are completely blind to the truth of Jesus. 
 

QUESTION FOR REFLECTION AND SHARE 
 1. How does the pattern of this story differ from most of the healing stories in the gospel? 
 2. What is the man’s logical argument to the Jewish authorities regarding Jesus? 
 3. What are areas of blindness or darkness in our world today that need the light of Jesus? 

 

INTERCESSION - What would you like to make to God for: The Church, the World, our local community,  
   your family and friends 

 

Pray the “Our Father” and you may wish to make the sign of the cross on each other’s foreheads. 
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Reflection, questions and alternative view points © Greg Sunter 2006. © Creative Ministry Resources 2008 



 
 

 


