
 

 

Date:  23 March 2019 
 
Statement Re: Rev Fr Joseph Tran 
 
Following the sudden death of Fr Joseph Tran, and reports in the media that Fr Tran took his 
own life after being confronted by accusations of his sexual abuse of a young girl, many 
questions have been put to me about the circumstances surrounding this tragedy. 
 
Late on Thursday evening, I received a text message from the Vicar General of the Archdiocese 
asking me to contact him urgently. I rang him immediately.  
 
The Vicar General informed me that Fr Tran had died earlier that day and that it appeared he 
may have taken his own life after being confronted by allegations of the sexual abuse of a 
young teenage girl. I did not know at that time who had confronted him - the police, the 
complainant's family or someone else - but I was informed that the police had been at the 
Armadale presbytery at some time during the day and had searched Fr Tran's room. My 
understanding now is that this took place after Fr Tran's body had been found. My immediate 
concern was Fr Tran's family. I was assured that they would be informed that night by the 
police. I am not sure if this was done.  
 
On Friday morning Auxiliary Bishop, Donald Sproxton, went to the Armadale parish to provide 
support to the assistant priest and to the parish and school communities. After informing the 
staff in my own office of Fr Tran's death, I went to the Whitford parish to provide what support 
I could there. Because the facts surrounding this tragic event were not clear to me at that 
time, we simply informed people that Fr Tran had died suddenly the day before and that we 
presumed his death would be investigated by the Coroner, which is the normal practice in 
these circumstances.  I was not seeking to hide anything.  I could not share information which I 
had not yet been able to verify. 
 
I instructed that a search of our files be made to ascertain if there had ever been any 
complaints of this kind against Fr Tran before. Nothing was found. I requested our Professional 
Standards Office to do the same. Again, nothing was found. I contacted the Catholic Education 
Authorities to ascertain if they had also received any complaints. They assured me that there 
was nothing in their files. The first I heard of the allegation against Fr Tran was after I was 
informed of his death. The police have never contacted me about these allegations; I presume 
this is because they had just begun their investigations.  
 
The policy of the Archdiocese of Perth is that any complaints of sexual abuse are best dealt 
with by the police. The family of the young girl involved have done the right thing in ensuring 
this matter was investigated by the police.  Had we been contacted by the police we would 
have cooperated fully, as we always do. Had the family contacted us, our Professional 
Standards Office would have advised them to go to the police and would have offered any 
assistance required to help them do so. Any incidents of sexual abuse by clergy, religious or 
other Church workers are terrible, destructive crimes. The Church in the Archdiocese of Perth 
has very clear protocols and procedures for dealing with these matters, and we follow them. 
 
 
 



 

 

This news is heart-breaking for everyone involved. The young girl who with her family found 
the courage to go to the police must be supported in every way, and the Archdiocese stands 
ready to help in whatever way we can. Fr Tran's family will be devastated by his death and 
horrified by the circumstances. They are a family of strong faith and they will be supported by 
the Vietnamese Catholic community and the wider Catholic community. The parish 
communities of Armadale and Whitford, and the school communities with which Fr Tran was 
involved, will be especially dismayed and disoriented following this news. Fr Tran was much 
loved and greatly respected. The clergy of the Archdiocese, already suffering so much because 
of the terrible sexual abuse crisis in the Church, will struggle to know how to manage their own 
shock and disappointment while trying to provide what support they can for their people.  
 
I wish to reiterate once again that I would encourage anyone with a complaint of sexual 
abuse by any member of the Catholic Church to go to the police. If someone needs assistance 
in doing so, the Director and staff of our Professional Standards Office are ready and willing to 
help. All complaints which come to the Archdiocese are dealt with in an objective, 
independent, professional and compassionate manner by the Professional Standards Office 
with no interference from the Office of the Archbishop. 
 
The sexual abuse of the young is a serious and terrible crime. When perpetrated by someone 
representing the Church, it is also a shocking betrayal of trust. It goes against everything the 
Church proclaims.  
 
I remain committed to doing everything I can to eradicate this evil from the Church in this 
Archdiocese. 
 
 
 
Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB 
Archbishop of Perth 
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